Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
of  Friends 


VOL.  27,  NO.  6 

AFFIRMATION 

The  following  “Affirmation  of  Faith”  was  sent 
us  by  Hugh  Cambell  Brown,  member  of  Van- 
couver, B.  C.,  Meeting.  It  is  based  upon  a similar 
“affirmation”  written  by  A.  Herbert  Gray  many 
years  ago.  “I  have  taken  the  liberty,”  writes 
Hugh  Campbell  Brown,  “to  alter  and  add  to  it 
to  suit  my  immediate  needs;  it  is  of  course  strictly 
personal,  as  all  affirmations  of  faith  must  be  if 
they  are  valid.” 

I believe  that  Christ,  of  the  historical  rec- 
ords no  less  than  of  the  inner  illumination, 
is  a perfect  revelation  of  God;  being  the  only 
one  I can  be  certain  of,  he  is  the  only  safe 
Master  of  my  life. 

Because  of  Christ  I believe  in  forgiveness 
— in  the  forgiveness  of  God  for  man,  and 
from  man  to  man,  and  from  me  to  any  one 
who  needs  my  forgiveness. 

Through  Christ  I have  grown  to  understand 
that  love  is  stronger  than  all  other  forces — 
that  to  love  is  better  than  to  be  angry,  to 
be  understanding  better  than  to  criticize; 
that  it  is  better  to  give  than  to  receive;  better 
to  serve  than  to  be  served;  better  to  forget 
myself  than  to  assert  myself- 

I believe  that  everything  that  is  wrong 
in  the  life  of  the  nations,  in  society,  or  in 
my  life  can  be  conquered  by  the  power  of 
God,  and  that  nothing  that  is  wrong  need 
be  permanent. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  CLERK 

Dear  Friends, 

What  do  we  bring  to  Yearly  Meeting  this 
year,  and  what  do  we  come  seeking? 

It  must  seem  to  many  of  you,  and  not  just 
to  the  clerk,  that  we  have  had  one  of  the 
most  searching  years  we  have  ever  spent; 
and  the  searching  has  not  been  only  ours: 
we  have  been  sought.  We  have  been  con- 
fronted with  a need  to  clarify  at  the  most 
basic  level,  that  is,  of  the  individual  and 
the  Monthly  Meeting — what  we  mean  by 
the  peace  testimony.  We  face  again  the 
question:  What  does  it  mean  to  belong  to 
the  Society  of  Friends-  That  is  does  not 
mean  mere  “peace  and  quiet”  or  mere  flight 
from  religious  forms,  we  know.  There  is 
some  truth  in  what  one  Friend  said  at  a com- 
mittee meeting  in  the  course  of  the  year: 
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Friends  are  more  queer  or  more  peculiar 
now  than  they  were  in  the  days  when  they 
were  distinguished  by  plain  clothes.  Ask 
our  children  whether  they  don’t  agree,  when 
they  are  faced  with  the  differences  between 
their  families  and  the  culture  around  them. 

So  in  this  Yearly  Meeting  we  are  going 
to  be  considering  again:  What  does  it  mean 
to  be  a Friend?  What  does  the  peace  testi- 
mony require  of  us?  What  is  the  education 
we  are  giving  our  children?  While  we  live 
and  have  opportunities  to  meet  together 
we  shall  never  get  very  far  from  these 
questions.  But  what  we  say  in  answer  de- 
velops as  we  are  faithful  in  our  attempts 
to  answer.  And  what  we  say  at  Yearly  Meet- 
ing is  based  on  what  we  have  been  saying 
and  doing  at  home  and  in  our  Monthly  Meet- 
ings, all  of  us,  not  simply  those  who  can  go  to 
Yearly  Meeting.  According  to  our  under- 
standing with  each  other  all  who  come  to 
Yearly  Meeting  come  as  representatives  of 
their  home  Meetings;  so  it  behooves  us  all 
to  be  clear  in  what  those  who  come  are  rep- 
resenting. We  hope  that  they  will  find 
something  to  take  home  which  will  en- 
hance and  deepen  life  through  the  coming 
year,  and  that  those  who  must  stay  home 
will  be  with  Yearly  Meeting  in  their 
thoughts  and  prayers. 

It  seems  as  though  this  Yearly  Meeting 
can  not  but  offer  much.  At  our  invitation 
Howard  Brinton  is  coming  to  meet  with  us 
and  to  adress  us  at  the  rise  of  the  meeting 
for  worship  on  Sunday  morning,  August  23. 
What  he  will  say  has  been  left  to  his  sense 
of  our  condition  in  the  light  of  his  vast 
knowledge  of  the  Quaker  past  and  present. 
In  inviting  him  the  clerk  wrote,  “We  are 
always  much  exercised  over  membership 
(that  is,  what  it  means  to  be  a Friend),  and 
this  past  year  especially  and  increasingly 
over  the  prophetic  character  of  our  calling.” 
In  response  Howard  Brinton  wrote  in  part, 
“I  have  not  visited  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
since  1946  when  I helped  set  up  the  mach- 
inery for  it  which  began  to  operate  in  1947. 
It  will  be  a great  pleasure  to  share  again 
in  your  rapidly  growing  life  and  power 
which  is  such  an  encouragement  to  all 
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Friends  everywhere.” 

We  shall  have  with  us,  too,  Amelia 
Swayne,  chairman  of  the  Religious  Educa- 
tion Committee  of  the  Friends  General  Con- 
ference, who  will  conduct  three  workshops 
on  the  religious  education  of  children.  It 
seems  that  rather  often  our  Meetings  have 
appealed  to  her  for  help;  so  the  offer  of  a 
visit  from  her  at  Yearly  Meeting  time  came 
from  the  General  Conference.  Needless  to 
say  we  were  delighted  to  accept.  Our  own 
Education  Committee  is  setting  up  the  work- 
shops from  which  all  Meetings  should  be 
able  to  derive  help  in  carrying  out  their  re- 
sponsibilities to  their  children. 

With  our  interests  and  this  once-a-year 
chance  to  meet  together,  inevitably  we  have 
many  smaller  than  plenary  sessions  in  pros- 
pect. Monthly  Meeting  clerks  will  get  to- 
gether to  compare  duties  and  consider  that 
one  describes  as  “the  fine  art  of  minuting.” 
The  Indian  Affairs  Committee  wants  a 
workshop,  and  Floyd  Schmoe  and  Mary- 
Louise  Hooper  will  talk  to  afternoon  groups 
on  their  recent  experiences  in  Africa.  And 
we  hope  Young  Friends  will  find  themselves 
meeting  happily  and  to  the  profit  of  both 
themselves  and  their  elders,  who  truly  want 
a chance  to  listen  to  what  Young  Friends 
have  to  say. 

In  and  through  the  happiness  of  being 
together,  we  recall  the  devotion  that  has 
brought  us  together-  We  are  a religious  So- 
ciety. We  are  together  because  at  some 
time  in  the  life  of  each  one  of  us  we  have 
heard  a summons,  because  the  community 
of  Friends  was  itself  formed  as  a response 
to  a call  from  beyond  ourselves,  a response 
in  which  we  have  found  and  can  still  find 
unity.  For  as  the  Jew,  Martin  Buber, 
writes,  “It  is  not  the  periphery,  the  com- 
munity, that  comes  first,  but  the  radii, 
the  common  quality  of  relation  with  the 
Center.  This  alone  guarantees  the  authentic 
existence  of  the  community.”  But:  “Meeting 
with  God  does  not  come  to  man  in  order 
that  he  may  concern  himself  with  God,  but 
in  order  that  he  may  confirm  that  there 
is  meaning  in  the  world.  All  revelation  is 
summons  and  sending.”  Such  words  describe 
not  only  Jewish  but  Christian  religious  dis- 
covery and,  certainly,  the  discovery  that 
started  the  Society  of  Friends  and  has  kept 
it  alive. 

“All  revelation  is  summons  and  sending.” 
— Catherine  Bruner,  clerk 


MINISTRY  AND  OVERSIGHT  NOTES 

Experience  with  the  small  worship- 
fellowship  groups  has  been  so  encouraging 


that  we  can  look  forward  again  this  year 
with  enthusiasm  to  this  part  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting.  There  we  can  come  to  know  each 
other  better  and  to  share  freely  in  the  silence 
and  vocally.  These  small  meetings  and  other 
phases  of  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  increased 
in  benefits  to  us  all  if  we  make  ari  added 
effort  to  come  with  hearts  and  minds  pre- 
pared. The  Ministry  and  Oversight  Commit- 
tee suggests  that  all  who  can  real:  The  Char- 
acler  of  a Quaker,  a recent  P'endle  Hill  Pam- 
phlet by  Henry  J.  Cadbury  and  Thai  of  God 
in  the  July  Friends  Bulletin  by  Virginia 
Harris.  “Reading  maketh  a full  man.” 

Howard  Brinton  is  being  asked  to  lead 
the  discussion  Monday  afternoon,  July  24, 
in  a general  meeting  of  committees  of  Min- 
istry and  Worship  and  Overseers  regarding 
the  functions  and  responsibilities  of  these 
committees.  Representatives  are  requested 
to  bring  their  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Dis- 
ciplines. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  1959 

The  Monthly  Meetings  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  have  reported  a total  of  11701  adult 
members  as  of  June  1,  1959.  This  is  an  in- 
crease of  43  over  the  total  reported  for  last 
year.  There  are  thirty  Monthly  Meetings  in 
this  Yearly  Meeting  but  we  have  no  report 
from  Shanghai.  There  are  nine  preparative 
or  allowed  Meetings  under  the  care  of  one 
or  another  of  the  Monthly  Meetings.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  Meetings  have  had  an 
increase  of  60  members  by  transfer  and  47 
by  convincement.  The  losses  wer  10  by  death, 
53  by  by  transfer,  and  13  by  release- 

There  are  994  children  under  the  care  of 
the  Meetings;  339  are  permanent  members, 
151  are  temporary  members  who  must  make 
a decision  concerning  their  membership  as 
they  become  adults,  and  504  are  attenders. 
Other  adults  attending  the  Meetings  are  18 
associate  members,  113  members  of  other 
Meetings,  and  aproximately  450  regular 
attenders. 

Twenty-three  Meetings  reported  the  reg- 
ular reading  of  Queries;  usually  on  a month- 
ly basis  and  many  at  their  meeting  for  bus- 
iness. Twenty  Meetings  have  had  Sunday 
Schools  in  connection  with  the  Meeting. 
Fourteen  Meetings  were  able  to  have  over 
200  members  who  attended  work  camps  or 
AFSC  projects. 

Twenty-one  of  the  Meetings  now  have  a 
member  to  take  care  of  the  records  and  make 
the  reports,  making  it  possible  for  the  clerks 
of  those  Meetings  to  be  relieved  of  this  re- 
sponsibility- Several  Meetings  have  one  or 
more  members  for  whom  they  have  no  ad- 
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dresses.  There  is  also  a problem  in  several 
Meetings  in  regard  to  a few  members  for 
whom  there  is  no  record  of  their  having 
joined  the  Meeting.  When  they  move  away 
or  become  inactive,  their  “membership”  is 


brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Meeting. 
Many  Meetings  have  problems  in  regard 
to  members  whose  membership  is  fully  es- 
tablished but  who  are  now  inactive. 

— Mildred  M.  Burck,  secretary 


Reports  of  Chairmen  of  Committees 


DISCIPLINE  COMMITTEE 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  most  of  our 
Monthly  Meetings  have  considered  and  com- 
mented upon  the  Queries.  There  are  still 
some  Meetings  (could  they  be  yours?)  from 
whom  the  committee  has  heard  nothing-  Pre- 
sumably, if  and  when  a new  edition  of  our 
Discipline  appears,  these  Meetings  may  be 
assumed  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  what  is 
being  done. 

Our  committee  has  drafted  a short  intro- 
ductory section  (three  double-spaced  typed 
pages),  sub-headed  “The  Quaker  Movement, 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,”  and  “Quaker  Faith 
and  Practice,”  which  after  two  revisions  by 
the  committee  will  be  made  available  in 
mimeographed  form  at  La  Honda  or  from 
the  chairman.  Meetings  and  individuals  may 
study  this  during  the  coming  year.  The  com- 
mittee plans  to  meet  at  Yearly  Meeting  to 
review  further  criticisms  that  have  come  in 
on  the  Queries,  discuss  a proposed  section 
on  “Advices”  and  consider  future  plans  for 
the  Discipline  as  a whole. 

Comments  on  the  Queries,  the  introductory 
section,  and  the  Discipline  as  a whole  will 
continue  to  be  welcomed  by  the  committee. 
Send  them  to  the  chairman,  420  West  8th 
St.,  Claremont,  Calif.  About  200  copies  of 
the  present  booklet  are  still  available. 

— Ferner  Nuhn,  chairman 


VISITATION  COMMITTEE 

Members  of  the  above  committee  have 
been  fairly  active  during  the  year,  William 
and  Anna  James  having  gone  around  the 
world. 

To  walk  cheerfully  over  the  world,  seek- 
ing that  of  God  in  every  man,  is  our  pleasant 
duty  and  “comes  naturally.”  Where  our  dif- 
ficulties begin  is  in  making  arrangements 
to  visit  other  Meetings  in  a semi-offical, 
rather  than  a personal  capacty.  This  entails 
cooperation  with  members  of  other  Meet- 
ings, finding  a suitable  day  to  visit,  notifica- 
tion to  the  Meeting  to  be  visited  and  an 
increasing  volume  of  correspondence  and 
long-distance  calls. 

As  an  example,  I had  hoped  to  visit  Port- 
land with  Ruth  Schmoe  on  a week  end  which 
had  no  particular  significance  to  a Canadian, 
but  which  turned  out  to  be  Memorial  Day 
in  the  United  States.  This  evoked  consterna- 


tion in  staunch  American  hearts,  so  the 
scheme  fell  through.  However,  I am  still 
hoping  to  accomplish  the  mission  before 
Yearly  Meeting. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I have  already  mag- 
nified a visit  into  a mission;  and  that,  I think, 
is  the  chief  problem  Visitaton  Committee 
encounters-  Olivia  Davis  has  suggested  to 
me  that  perhaps  Visitation  could  be  merged 
with  Ministry  and  Oversight.  Is  this  the 
solution? 

— Richard  Broughton 


FROM  THE  INDIAN  COMMITTE  TO 
INTERIM  COMMITTEE.  DEC.,  1958 

The  reports  from  the  members  of  the  In- 
dian Committee  have  been  very  interesting, 
mentioning  what  work  they  have  done,  and 
the  disappointments  and  rewards  they  have 
encountered-  But  it  seems  to  me  we  must 
get  the  interest  of  all  our  members  if  we 
are  to  make  progress  in  the  rehabilitation 
of  the  Indian.  So  I should  like  to  bring  before 
you  some  of  the  points  made  by  Charles 
Gritzner  of  Mesa,  Arizona: 

“It  is  evident  that  there  is  need  for  better 
communications  between  those  familiar  with 
the  present  Indian  situation  and  those  totally 
ignorant  of  it,  and  those  who  could  be  in- 
terested. More  people,  including  those  who 
have  an  historical  interest  in  the  Indian  and 
his  problems  are  today  drawn  to  the  chal- 
lenging areas,  which  are  brought  to  their 
attention,  such  as  nearness  of  the  some 
problems  like  integration,  found  in  their 
own  area  or  even  in  their  own  communities. 
But  more  often  there  is  a lack  of  evidence 
to  them  that  the  Indian  has  serious  problems 
because  he  is  so  far  away.  As  some  one  has 
said.  ‘If  the  Indians  would  have  a “Little 
Rock,”  the  public  might  become  interested 
in  them.’ 

“The  forces  that  are  interested  in  ‘helping’ 
the  Indian  to  become  landless  by  way  of 
too  rapid  termination  are  very  definitely 
interested  in  limiting  whatever  information 
gets  to  the  public,  and  presenting  it  in  such 
a way  it  will  tend  to  be  unfavorable  to  the 
Indian. 

“Our  concern  is  how  to  involve  Friends 
individually  or  as  Meetings.  Even  in  ‘Indian 
country’  Meetings  have  an  unfortunate  and 
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truly  unbecoming  apathy.  The  Indian  Com- 
mittee of  the  Yearly  Meeting  could  be  a 
starting  point  if  it  were  more  a working 
committee.  Study  or  discussion  groups  could 
be  sponsored  by  Meetings  or  the  AFSC. 
Friends  living  near  Indians  might,  as  a 
Meeting  or  by  forming  a community  organ- 
ization, help  considerably.  If  they  are  re- 
motely situated  they  could  work  through  the 
AFSC,  church  organizations,  or  other  Indian- 
concerned  organizations. 

“It  is  apparent  that  Indians  need  some  so- 
cial guidance  and  help;  they  are  not  always 
capable  of  handling  all  their  present  prob- 
lems alone.  Friends  are  needed  to  help  them 
gain  acceptance  in  the  off-reservation  com- 
munity. They  need  information  as  to  what 
is  necessary  to  meet  the  standards  of  group 
acceptance-  And  they  need  help  and  en- 
couragement in  having  more  respect  for  their 
own  values;  it  takes  education  on  both  sides. 

“They  also  need  to  have  a greater  feeling 
of  security  on  the  reservations  where  they 
live.  They  need  help  in  the  areas  of  adult 
education,  health,  and  sanitation,  with  their 
delinquency  and  liquor  problems,  and  in 
summer  recreation  programs.  Their  young 
people  need  scholarship  help  and  other  en- 
couragement in  the  area  of  higher  education. 
They  need  help  in  employment.  But  they 
need  help  in  all  these  fields  only  to  the  de- 
gree they  can  not  do  these  things  without 
such  help. 

“They  need  many  Friends  to  help  them 
prepare  for  eventual  termination  (or  assim- 
ilation), friends  who  will  be  sympathetic  and 
understanding  and  who  are  alert  to  the  im- 
pending threat  to  their  future  by  termination 
before  they  are  prepared  for  it.  There  are 
some  who  do  not  want  integration  at  this 
time.  To  these,  consultation  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  We  share  with  Indians  what 
we  have,  but  it  is  well  to  realize  the  Indians 
do  not  always  want  what  we  have! 

“This  is  the  300th  anniversary  of  Quaker 
work  with  Indians.  Will  we  forsake  them  at 
this  time  when  they  undoubtedly  will  be 
needing  us?” 

I am  glad  to  report  that  the  National  Com- 
mission on  the  Indian  Canadian  has  come 
into  being,  and  that  John  Melling,  a Quaker 
of  Leeds  University,  England,  and  now  of 
Toronto  Meeting,  has  been  appointed  its 
director.  We  hope  to  meet  him  in  the  near 
future  when  he  comes  west. 

-Patience  MacLean,  chairman 


INDIAN  COMMITTEE,  AUG.,  1959 

The  members  of  the  committee  have  tried 
to  keep  one  another  informed  of  what  is 


being  done  in  their  respective  areas. 

The  principal  problems  in  the  West  Coast 
states  have  been,  first,  assimilation  into  the 
cities,  second,  termination  of  government 
trusteeship  over  reservations.  There  is,  also, 
a growing  determination  by  Indians,  both  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  to  retain  an 
independence  as  Indians,  in  the  shaping  of 
their  own  destiny. 

The  Indian  Committee  feels  that  not  only 
Friends,  but  most  people  are  practically  ig- 
norant of  the  true  facts  about  Indians,  their 
problems,  and  the  values  that  are  involved. 
Conversely,  the  Indians  have  been  disillus- 
ioned by  the  past  injustice  and  impersonal 
nature  of  institutional  regulation  by  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  difficulties  in  fitting  into 
the  sometimes  radically  different  culture  of 
the  white  man. 

The  situation  of  the  Klamath  Indians  is 
a case  in  point,  where  the  government  policy 
of  termination  within  two  years  is  resulting 
in  social  and  moral  confusion.  Interim  Com- 
mittee has  asked  the  Indian  Committee  to 
try  to  find  what  we  can  do  or  recommend  to 
the  AFSC  about  this  problem. 

Our  workshop  at  Yearly  Meeting  expects 
to  work  on  the  Klamath  problems  as  well 
as  other  Indian  problems.  We  need  to  get 
some  of  the  more  basic  aspects  of  the  situa- 
tion. We  are  asking  that  representatives  of 
the  Indian  work  of  the  AFSC  be  present  so 
we  can  work  in  harmony  and  be  of  mutual 
help.  Anyone  interested  in  Indian  problems 
will  be  welcome  to  participate.  Since  the 
time  will  be  very  short,  any  materials  that 
can  be  sent  to  use  in  advance,  preferably 
ready  for  distribution  to  the  nine  members 
of  the  committee,  will  be  most  welcome,  so 
we  can  be  studying  them  before  the  meeting. 

-Charles  W.  Davis,  acting  chairman 


COMMITTEE  ON  PEACE  AND  SERVICE 

Two  years  ago  duringYearly  Meeting  at 
McMinnville,  I outlined  a number  of  things 
which  I felt  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  be 
doing,  and  urged  the  formation  of  a com- 
mittee to  do  these  things.  The  Commtitee 
on  Peace  and  Service  was  set  up  at  that 
time  and  I was  asked  to  be  its  chairman. 
It  was,  and  still  is,  a good  committee  but 
in  the  two  years  of  its  extistence  it  has  done 
few  of  the  things  that  were  suggested,  and 
done  none  of  them  very  well.  This  failure 
is  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the  committee 
as  it  is  ( as  I see  it)  of  two  factors  largely 
beyond  our  control. 

First,  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  never  given 
the  committee  a clear  mandate  as  to  its 
field  of  service  nor  the  freedom  to  function 
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fully.  Part  of  the  blame  for  this  lies  within 
the  second  factor — the  impossibilty  of  a large 
committee  (scattered  over  200  miles  of  area) 
operating  satisfactorily  by  mail.  The  postal 
service  is  a wonderful  thing  but  a poor  sub- 
stitute for  a meeting  at  which  people  come 
face  to  face.  There  are  members  of  this 
committee  who  have  never  seen  one  another- 
It  is  only  when  the  people  can  come  to  know 
each  other  that  they  can  pour  their  thinking 
into  a common  pool  from  which  will  flow 
service.  A more  energetic  chairman  could, 
especially  if  he  had  had  some  secretarial 
service,  have  done  more  than  I have,  but  I 
have  found  it  takes  months  just  to  poll  the 
committee  on  one  question. 

After  a year  and  a half  had  elapsed  we 
did  manage  to  get  a good  representation 
to  a meeting  in  San  Francisco  last  March. 
This  was  a good  meeting,  but  we  only  began 
to  get  acquainted  with  each  other  and  with 
our  job.  From  this  meeting  came  a regional 
organization  of  the  committee  which  has 
been  functioning  very  well,  especially  in  the 
south.  It  may  well  be,  of  course,  that  slow 
growth  is  healthy  growth. 

The  committee  has  had,  it  seems  to  me,  a 
clear  green  light  in  the  field  of  peace  educa- 
tion. This  may  be  its  most  important  func- 
tion, and  we  should  have  done  more.  True 
individual  members  have  been  leaders  in 
educational  work  within  their  own  Meet- 
ings, and  through  their  efforts  in  some  cases 
a peace  and  service  committee,  by  some 
name,  has  been  set  up  in  almost  every 
Monthly  Meeting.  This  is  likely  our  greatest 
accomplishment. 

We  think  the  committee  should,  in  ad- 
dition, make  a regular  (perhaps  monthly) 
mailing  of  peace  literature  to  each  Meeting. 
Some  such  material  could  best  be  presented 
through  the  Bulletin,  and  the  chairman  has 
been  negligent  in  using  this  opportunity, 
but  some  should  be  made  available  in  bulk 
and  some  only  as  a digest  or  as  reference 
material.  Several  factors  have  stopped  us 
at  this  point,  none  of  them  the  lack  of  avail- 
able material.  First,  this  takes  money  we  did 
not  have;  second,  a lot  of  time,  energy  and 
ability  the  chairman  did  not  have  available 
to  him;  and  third,  better  facilities  and  op- 
portunities for  using  the  material  effectively 
within  the  Meetings  and  communities  they 
serve.  This  service  should  be  rendered  by 
the  committee  in  the  future  even  though 
many  of  us  find  to  our  dismay  we  do  not 
find  time  to  read,  let  alone  make  use  of,  the 
splendid  material  already  available  to  us. 
To  give  this  service  the  new  chairman  will 
need  dedication,  editorial  ability,  time  and 
a lot  more  money  with  which  to  buy  postage 


and  office  help.  Perhaps  we  need  a paid,  full- 
time secretary  for  peace  work- 

The  committee  has  not  had  the  green 
light  on  the  service  angles  envisioned  by  at 
least  some  members  of  the  committee.  Clear- 
ly there  should  be  no  competition  with  any 
existing  Quaker,  or  other,  peace  organization, 
but  rather  the  committee  should  supplement 
and  cooperate  with  them;  its  chief  function 
might  perhaps  be  an  organic  link  between 
individual  Meetings  and  such  organizations. 
But  there  are  projects  not  already  under- 
taken by  others  which  the  Yearly  Meeting 
could,  in  my  opinion,  undertake  profitably. 
To  give  one  example  of  what  I have  in  mind 
— the  Quaker  pilgrimage  of  Young  Friends 
sponsored  by  the  Friends  World  Committee, 
and  now  under  way  in  England.  When  this 
project  was  turned  down  by  the  Interim 
Committee,  the  Northwest  Half-Yearly  Meet- 
ing took  it  up  and  found  no  trouble  in  raising 
funds  to  send  one  of  its  promising  boys.  In 
doing  this  both  the  young  Friends  and  the 
adults  have  already  had  a fine  experience, 
and  the  experience  for  the  representative  is 
only  just  beginning. 

There  are  many  service  projects  (and  I 
feel  that  service — the  giving  of  ourselves  to 
a cause — is  the  best  possible  education  for 
peace)  which  can  best  be  done  by  local 
Meetings,  but  there  are  projects  such  as 
sending  an  additional  peace  worker  to  Wash- 
ington (as  suggested  by  Ben  Seaver),  coopera- 
tion with  some  United  Nations  programs,  or 
even  an  overseas  project  of  our  own,  that 
the  Yearly  Meeting  could  undertake  as  a 
whole  with  profit  both  to  the  cause  of  world 
peace  and  the  growth  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
We  say,  “Should  not  we  rather  give  greater 
support  to  our  existing  service  organiza- 
tion?” The  answer  is  “Yes,”  but  we  all  know 
if  there  were  a thousand  organizations  like 
the  AFSC  at  work  in  the  world  there  would 
still  be  problems  to  solve.  The  missionary 
efforts  of  most  other  churches  are  not  solely 
to  brine  the  blessings  of  Christianity  and 
civilization  (?)  to  the  needy  peoples  of  the 
world,  but  also  to  give  purpose  and  challenge 
to  members  of  the  home  church.  Althdugh 
we  Friends  are  more  inclined  to  service  pro- 
jects such  as  those  undertaken  by  the  AFSC, 
we  do  need  the  challenge  and  opportunity 
which  service  projects  of  our  own  would 
offer. 

This  point  of  view  may  be  because  of  my 
own  bent  toward  projects  as  a means  to  an 
end,  but  it  is  a point  of  view  which  I hope  the 
Yearly  Meeting  will  consider.  Personally, 
after  quite  a bit  of  experience  in  trying,  I 
have  given  up  all  hope  of  launching  any 
movement  which  will  “save  the  world”  or 
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any  considerable  portion  of  it,  but  I have 
discovered  that  I can  often  save  the  baby 
left  on  my  doorstep.”  I firmly  believe  that 
if  enough  people  and  organizations  save 
enough  “babies”  the  world  will  manage  some 
way  to  muddle  through  its  perennial  crises 
and  emerge  a better  world  for  the  effort. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  part  of  this 
world. 

— Floyd  Schmoe,  chairman 


LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

It  seems  to  me  the  Yearly  Meeting  is  growing 
up  in  its  attitudes.  The  dropping  last  year  of  the 
name  Pacific  Coast  Association  is  the  result  of 
facing  frankly  the  fact  that  we  are  no  longer 
a loose,  unresolved  mass,  hut  a community  with 
obligations  and  responsibilities.  This  in  no  way 
impairs  our  feeling  of  brotherhood  with  all  other 
seekers,  all  other  fellowships.  But  we  are  achiev- 
ing independent,  adult  status.  We  still  haven’t 
found  our  specific  task  as  peace-makers,  but  we 
feel  a strong  call  to  find  it.  We  are  making  pro- 
gress in  accepting  our  responsibilities  for  our 
financial  situation,  for  the  special  needs  of  parts 
of  our  group,  like  the  old,  the  young,  the  newer 
members,  the  rebels,  the  scattered.  We  have  a 
lot  yet  to  learn  on  these  matters. 

Especially  we  need  to  learn  how  to  fit  our 
younger  Friends  into  the  life  of  the  Meeting,  how 
to  get  the  most  from  their  enthusiasm  and  im- 
patience with  outworn  modes.  We  haven’t  yet 
learned  when  to  speak  and  when  to  be  silent, 
but  we  are  doing  better! 

Our  sessions  together  are  refreshed  with  gusts 
of  spontaneous  humor,  but  we  still  take  certain 
things  too  seriously.  Our  chief  need  perhaps  is 
for  that  great  pool  of  love  and  understanding 
which  one  senses  in  other  Yearly  Meetings — a 
pool  into  which  over-tenseness,  irritation,  lack  of 
understanding  are  somehow  accepted  and  quietly 
amalgamated.  Let  us  pray  for  this  gift,  for  all 
our  Monthly,  Quarterly,  and  Yearly  Meeting 
activities. 

— Esther  C.  Richards 
Multnomah  Meeting 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Los  Angeles  Meeting  now  meets  on  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  Univeristy  Methodist  Church,  834 
West  34th  St.,  Los  Angeles  7,  Calif.,  reports 
Duane  Magill,  recording  clerk.  The  time  remains 
unchanged,  11  a.m.  on  Sundays  with  Monthly 
Meeting  at  1:30  p.m.,  on  the  third  Sunday  of 
the  month,  at  the  same  address.  Woolman  House 
is  in  the  process  of  being  sold,  which  was  the 
occasion  of  the  move.  Los  Angeles  Meeting  would 
be  glad  to  welcome  any  Friends  who  may  be 

visiting  in  Southern  California. 

^ ^ ^ 

Amelia  W.  Swayne,  who  will  be  leading  work- 
shops on  religious  education  at  Yearly  Meeting 
this  year,  is  a convinced  Friend,  and  at  present 
chairman  of  the  Religious  Education  Committee 
of  Friends  General  Conference.  She  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  revise  the  Hymnal  for  Friends 
a couple  of  years  ago,  and  has  an  impressive 
record  of  practical  experience  in  teaching — at 


George  School  first,  then  as  organizer  and  first 
principal  of  Newtown  Friends  Elementary  School, 
Newton,  Pa.,  superintendent  and  teacher  in  Sun- 
day School  for  many  years,  and  new  chairman 
of  Newtown  Friends  School  committee  and  of  the 
Committee  on  Instruction  and  Student  Life,  a 
sub-committee  of  the  George  School  Committee. 
She  is  the  mother  of  five  children  and  a grand- 
mother of  nine. 

* * * 

The  Friends  School  in  Argenta,  B.C.,  will  open 
September  14,  1959,  although  it  is  suggested  that 
students  arrive  on  or  before  September  12.  The 
year  will  begin  with  an  opportunity  to  get  ac- 
quainted on  a three-day  camping  trip.  Students 
will  live  in  the  homes  of  members  of  the  com- 
munity so  that  they  will  have  an  experience  of 
family  and  community  life  as  well  as  a rich  and 
varied  school  experience.  For  further  informa- 
tion write  Argenta  Friends  School,  Argenta,  B.C., 
Canada. 

* * * 

The  Northwest  Young  Friends  camp  was  held 
this  year  at  Big  Lake,  Oregon,  at  the  foot  of  Mt. 
Washington,  June  10  to  21.  From  Washington  there 
were  seven  campers,  and  four  from  Oregon.  The 
counselors  were  Alura  Dodd  of  University  Meet- 
ing, and  Robert  and  Roberta  Martin  and  Howard 
Richards  of  Multnomah  Meeting.  A work  project 
of  clearing  trails  was  undertaken  with  the  super- 
vision of  the  Forest  Service,  and  discussions,  boat- 
ing and  other  activities  made  this  a very  success- 
ful experience.  Next  year  the  camp  will  probably 
be  in  Washington,  and  a committee  headed  by 

Nina  Dodd  is  already  working  on  plans. 

❖ * ❖ 

The  Minutes  of  the  Committee  on  Peace  and 
Service  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Southwest  Region, 
have  been  printed  in  mimeographed  form,  and 
may  be  obtained  from  Egbert  Hayes,  816  West 
Orange  Drive,  Whittier,  Calif.  They  contain  re- 
ports from  the  various  Meetings,  and  include  an 
interesting  report  on  the  community  survey  con- 
ducted in  Claremont,  May  2,  on  the  subject  of 
armaments  control. 

❖ * * 

The  summer  program  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting, 
reports  Sara  Conrow  in  the  Meeting  Newsletter, 
involves  both  children  and  adults.  All  gather  at 
the  meeting  house  each  Tuesday,  9 o’clock  to 
11:15.  The  first  hour  there  are  various  activities, 
such  as  story-telling,  clay  modeling,  cooking, 
crafts,  carpentry,  painting,  folk  games,  singing, 
dramatics,  service  projects.  “From  ten  to  11,  the 
children  are  taken  over  by  two  hired  teen-agers 
who  give  them  a midmorning  snack  of  juice  and 
crackers,  and  then  supervise  them  in  water  play 
or  other  games,  story-telling,  etc.  Meanwhile  the 
adults  meet  separately  for  an  hour’s  intellectual 
foraging — this  varies  from  time  to  time,  as  ideas 
arise.  At  11,  everyone  works  on  clean-up  for  15 
minutes,  any  final  job  being  left  for  the  one 
whose  turn  it  is  to  bring  juice  and  crackers.” 
Some  trips  are  also  held;  the  group  leaves  at 
9:30,  with  a note  on  the  door  telling  where  they 
may  be  found. 

* * * 

San  Fernando  Meeting  is  holding  a reading-and- 
sewing  group  every  Wednesday  moring  at  9:30. 
All  sorts  of  topics  and  books  are  discussed,  the 
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members  bringing  things  they  wish  to  present 
to  the  group. 

* * * 

The  revised  “Directory  of  Friends  Meetings  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada”  was  published  by 
the  Friends  World  Committee,  in  July,  1959.  It 
is  a helpful  little  book,  giving  the  location  of 
Friends  Meetings,  with  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  clerks.  It  also  includes  Friends  Centers 
around  the  world,  and  the  times  of  Yearly  Meet- 
ings, a list  of  Friends  schools  and  colleges,  and 
Friendly  contacts  in  Central  and  South  America. 
Copies  are  50c  each,  with  a 10%  discount  for 
10  or  more  copies  to  one  address.  Order  from 
Friends  World  Committee,  20  So.  12th  St.,  Phila- 
delphia 7,  Pa.,  or  Midwest  Office,  Wilmington 

College,  Wilmington,  Ohio. 

❖ * * 

Anton  (Ax)  Nelson  of  the  Palo  Alto  Meeting 
writes  that  after  four  years  spent  in  Tanganyika, 
Africa,  he  has  completed  organization  of  the  Meru 
Coffee  Cooperatives  and  now  he  is  turning  over 
his  authority  to  his  African  colleagues.  With  this 
accomplished,  he  now  starts  on  phase  two  of  his 
work,  “the  building  of  modern  mechanized  farm- 
ing repuirements  for  our  farmers.”  At  the  same 
time,  phase  three,  “a  vocational  high  school,  on 
a cooperative  self-sufficient  basis,  is  moving 
ahead  on  the  planning  level.  We  have  the  land, 
the  students  are  ready,  and  teachers  will  be  made 
available  when  the  school  can  be  built.  I am  out 
for  40  to  50  thousand  dollars  for  the  first  half  of 
a future  500-student  vocational-technical  high 
school  to  train  skilled  workmen,  homemakers,  and 
farmers  for  modern  living.” 

Ax,  Caroline  and  family  will  be  hosts  “in  the 
old  Quaker  tradition  of  work  camps”  to  ten  young 
college  students  this  summer.  The  family  plans 
to  return  to  the  States  next  summer,  on  leave. 
Their  address  is  Box  31,  U.S.A.  River,  Tanganyika, 
East  Africa. 

* * * 

Edwin  Morgenroth,  recording  clerk  of  the  Year- 
ly Meeting,  was  appointed  this  June  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  newly  formed  Commission  on  Higher 
Learning  of  the  California  Teachers  Association. 
The  commission  will  study  and  make  recommen- 
dations on  the  coordination  of  existing  programs 
in  the  schools,  public  and  financial  support,  im- 
provement of  personnel  practices  and  of  instruc- 
tion. Ed  Morgenroth  is  instructor  in  psychology 

at  Long  Beach  City  College. 

* * * 

Frances  Woodson,  member  of  Orange  Grove 
Meeting,  has  left  for  the  East  Coast,  where  she 
will  be  attending  the  fall  and  winter  terms  of 
Fendle  Hill,  Quaker  center  for  graduate  study, 
at  Wallingford,  Pa. 


EDUCATION  PLANS 

In  addition  to  planning  the  Friends  Secondary 
Summer  School  for  1959,  the  College  Park  Edu- 
cational Association  has  been  attempting  to  lay 
long-range  plans  for  a nine  months  Friends  Sec- 
ondary School  on  the  West  Coast.  In  order  to 
determine  as  carefully  as  possible  what  location 
and  type  of  school  can  best  meet  the  needs  of 
Friends  families  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  a 
questionnaire  is  being  prepared  for  circulation 
among  the  Monthly  Meetings.  It  is  hoped  that 


the  results  of  this,  together  with  whatever  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  can  be  gathered  at  Yearly 
Meeting,  will  help  the  Association  choose  a site 
and  complete  its  plans  to  open  a school  by  fall 
of  1960. 

— Mildred  Thiermann 
Palo  Alto  Meeting 


QUAKER  LEADERSHIP  STUDY  TOUR 

Our  Yearly  Meeting  is  even  better  represented 
than  usual  at  the  Quaker  Leadership  Tour  this 
summer,  having  six  members  fortunate  enough 
to  take  part  in  this  opportunity  to  visit  the  centers 
of  Quakerism  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Washington,  and  to  study  at  the  summer  term 
at  Pendle  Hill.  This  is  the  seventh  consecutive 
year  that  these  tours  have  been  held  under  the 
Clement  and  Grace  Biddle  Foundation.  The  six 
members  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  attending 
this  year  are  Edward  Bruder  and  Christine  Bruder 
of  Phoenix  Meeting,  Sang  Dal  Cha  and  Elizabeth 
Cha  of  Los  Angeles  Meeting,  Cleo  R.  Cox  of 
Phoenix  Meeting,  and  Sue  Hovland  of  Willamette 
Valley  Meeting.  Other  participants  come  from 
Texas,  Florida,  Ohio,  Michigan,  North  Carolina, 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  from  Toronto,  Canada, 
and  Tokyo,  Japan. 


QUAKER  YOUTH  PILGRIMAGE 

Terron  Dodd,  of  Everett,  Washington,  member 
of  University  Meeting  Seattle,  is  among  the 
thirteen  Young  Friends  who  sailed  July  21,  1959, 
for  a six-weeks  Quaker  Study  Pilgrimage  to 
England.  William  and  Lorraine  Cleveland  of 
George  School,  Pa.,  are  directors  of  this  first 
Youth  Pilgrimage  sponsored  by  the  Friends  World 
Committee. 

Upon  arrival  in  England  these  Young  Friends 
will  be  joined  by  eleven  Young  Friends  from 
England  and  the  Continent.  They  will  go  to  the 
Friends  School  at  Lancaster,  England,  for  two 
weeks  of  study,  lectures  and  discussion  on  Quaker- 
ism, with  visits  to  historic  Quaker  spots  in  North- 
west England.  Then  the  group  will  go  to  Church- 
down,  Gloucestershire,  for  a two-week  work 
camp  under  the  direction  of  David  Robson.  Their 
work  will  be  to  help  renovate  a much  needed 
youth  center. 

Terry  Dodd  is  the  sole  representative  from  the 
West  Coast;  other  Friends  on  the  pilgrimage  in- 
clude members  of  Meetings  in  Fairmont  and 
Russiaville,  Indiana;  Wichita,  Kansas;  Towson, 
Maryland;  Montclair,  New  Jersey;  Brooklyn  and 
Fort  Washington,  New  York;  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania;  and  Lincoln,  Virginia. 


SUMMER  READING 

In  recent  months  three  new  books  have  ap- 
peared by  three  members  of  our  small  Quaker 
fellowship.  They  are  The  John  Wood  Case,  by 
Ruth  Suckow  (Nuhn)  (Viking,  $3.95),  F'loyd 
Schmoe’s  A Year  In  Paradise  (Harper,  $4.50)  and 
Peggy  Pond  Church’s  The  House  al  Otowi  Bridge 
(published  in  two  installments  in  the  New  Mex- 
ico Quarterly,  and  to  appear  in  book  form  under 
the  imprint  of  the  University  of  New  Mexico 
Press,  Albuquerque,  N.M.).  Though  as  diffei'ent 
in  theme  and  treatment  as  almost  any  three  books 
we  could  have  picked,  all  have  in  common  cer- 
tain traits  which  we  would  like  to  think  have  a 
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Friendly  tinge — simplicity  in  presenting  truth, 
honesty  and  sensitivity.  All  too  have  features  of 
autobiography.  Ruth  Suckow,  when  she  was  a 
child,  witnessed  an  incident  similar  to  the  main 
event  in  The  John  Wood  Case,  the  discovery  of 
the  dishonesty  of  a respected  citizen  and  church 
member.  Peggy  Church’s  sketch  pictures  the 
Black  Mesa  country  around  Los  Alamos  and  the 
changes  which  directly  affected  her  life  when 
the  war  came  and  the  atomic  research  center 
was  placed  there.  Floyd  Schome’s  “Year”  is  the 
first  of  four  autobiographical  volumes;  one  will 
deal  with  his  early  life  in  Kansas,  another  has 
the  alluring  title  of  “Houseboat  with  a Base- 
ment,” and  a third  will  be  based  on  observations 
on  his  recent  trip  to  Africa  and  the  Orient. 

Readers  of  The  Folks  and  other  stories  by 
Ruth  Suckow  will  rejoice  that  she  has  again 
placed  her  story  in  a small  Iowa  town  in  the 
1900’s,  a background  no  one  else  can  portray  so 
well.  Against  this,  a simple  incident  reveals  the 
profound  effect  of  the  shattering  of  a community 
ideal,  the  crumbling  of  a family  bulwark. 

The  author  deals  superbly  with  her  older 
characters.  They  seem  a little  commonplace  as 
they  are  first  presented,  slowly  and  even  a bit 
stiffly.  But  as  the  impact  of  the  incident  develops, 
each  emerges  with  a vitality  all  his  own,  and 
succeeds  in  keeping  as  well  the  aura  of  a type 
one  would  expect  to  find  in  any  community: 
Minnie,  with  her  overtones  of  Camille  and  Eliza- 
beth Browning,  yet  surprisingly  and  emphatically 
herself;  the  crusty,  pathetic  old  Colonel;  and  of 
course,  Mrs.  Merriam,  the  strongest  and  most 
memorable  person  in  the  book.  This  reader  found 
it  hard  to  accept  the  early  character  of  Philip 
(could  any  high  school  boy  be  so  untouched,  so 
unrebellious?),  but  once  his  character  is  accepted, 
the  development  is  enthralling,  with  just  enough 
feeling  of  the  inevitable.  On  every  character, 
pleasant  or  otherwise,  the  touch  of  the  author  is 
of  kindness  or  understanding. 

With  some  of  the  same  wisdom  and  sensitivity. 
Peggy  Church  presents  her  character  sketch  of 
Edith  Warner  in  The  House  at  Otowi  Bridge.  But 
here  the  background  the  author  knows  so  well 
not  only  contributes  to  the  book — it  is  the  book. 


Edith  could  have  been  Edith  in  no  other  place; 
and  the  lesser  characters,  Tilano  and  the  other 
Indians,  the  scientists,  Peggy  herself,  also  had 
to  come  out  of  that  land  of  rugged  butte,  spectac- 
ular sky,  wild  storm  and  delicate  lillies  struggling 
against  drought,  heat  and  cold.  In  this  sketch  is 
a finely  drawn  contrast  between  two  types  of 
women,  and  while  the  author  seems  to  this  reader 
to  be  unnecessarily  hard  on  herself,  the  contrasts 
in  attitude  to  nature,  to  people,  to  inevitable 
change,  bring  out  the  subtlety  and  beauty  of  the 
life  of  Edith  Warner,  lived  so  simply,  almost 
drably,  but  with  influence  for  miles  around.  This 
book  must  be  read  quietly,  without  hurry;  drink 
it  in  and  be  a gentler  spirit  and  a finer  person 
for  having  sipped.  Take  time,  too,  for  the  illustra- 
tions, dramatic  line  drawings  by  Connie  Fox 
Boyd  of  Tijeras,  N.M.,  they  are  not  only  decora- 
tive, but  actually  breathe  the  spirit  of  the  Los 
Alamos,  San  Ildefonso  country. 

A Year  in  Paradise  will  delight  nature  lovers 
everywhere,  and  especially  those  with  an  affect- 
ion for  the  great  Northwest  Cascades.  It  is  the 
account  of  a year  on  the  slopes  of  majestic  Mt. 
Rainier,  absorbing  from  the  time  we  make  that 
first  grueling  snow  shoe  climb  with  Floyd  and 
Ruth  on  their  delayed  honeymoon  and  first  real 
job,  through  their  amusing  experiences  in  the 
old  Paradise  Inn,  on  through  the  brief  summer, 
into  the  glorious  autumn  and  sometimes  terrify- 
ing early  winter.  F'ioyd  is  primarily  a naturalist 
and  forester,  and  the  book  is  full  of  information, 
oh,  so  pleasently  given.  It  also  contains  some 
gently  caustic  remarks  on  genus  homo,  and  some 
simple  but  rousing  adventure  tales.  The  pictures, 
both  the  excellent  photographs  and  the  merry 
little  line  drawings  by  the  author,  increase  the 
attractiveness  of  the  volume.  It  is  an  adult  book, 
but  it  “reads  aloud”  well,  and  will  please  all 
ages. 

Each  of  these  books  we  would  unhesitatingly 
recommend  were  they  written  by  X,  Y and  Z. 
But  there  is  an  extra  fillip  of  interest  in  them 
for  those  of  us  who  know,  respect  and  love  the 
authors,  and  who  have  appreciated  their  gifts 
in  other  fields. 

— Esther  Richards 
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